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Submitted by:  Municipal Clerk
Prepared by.  Clerk’s Office
For reading: October 25, 2005

- ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR NO. 2005-264

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY RATIFYING
EXECUTIVE ORDER 2005-034 AN EXECUTIVE ORDER RE-NAMING ECHO
STREET IN ANCHORAGE TO ECHO CANYON STREET.

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY RESOLVES:

WHEREAS, Echo Street in Anchorage is considered a duplicate of both Echo
Street in Eagle River and of Echo Drive in Girdwood;

WHEREAS, Echo Street in Eagle River is older and has 31 active addresses on it

WHEREAS, the Department of the Planning Department and Street Addressing
recommend approval of the request to re-name Echo Street in Anchorage to Echo
Canyon Street;

NOW THEREFORE, the Anchorage Municipal Assembly resolves: that Executive
Order 2005-034 issued by the Mayor on October 3, 2005, be ratified.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Assembly of Anchorage, Alaska, this
day of Movembpe, 2005,

Unna J —Towuc,[lo#\

Chair

ATTEST:
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‘Municipal Clerk -

AM 754-2005
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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM
No. __AM 754-2005

MEETING DATE: October 25, 2005

FROM: Municipal Clerk

SUBJECT:  Street Name Change Executive Order Ratification
Echo Street in Anchorage to Echo Canyon Strest

In accordance with Anchorage Municipal Code 21.15.133, the Office of Planning, Development & Public
Works has requested this street name change. There are 3 streets named “Echo” within the
Municipality of Anchorage; one in Girdwood, one in Eagle River, and this one in Anchorage. Letters
were sent to all 13 property owners affronting this street asking for suggestions for a street name.
Property owners were then asked to vote. Two votes were received for Echo Canyon and one vote for
Hocker.

Prior to the issuance of the executive order, affected property owners filed a valid petition protesting the
name change. The Executive Order was signed on October 3, 2005.

The Anchorage Municipal Code (21.15.133.D) requires the Clerk to schedule a public hearing on the
matter before the Assembly. The question before the Assembly is whether or not to ratify the executive
order.

APPROVAL OF AR 2005-264 WILL RATIFY EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2003-034 WHICH ASSIGNS

THE NAME ECHO CANYON STREET to rename ECHO STREET in Anchorage.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Barbara Gruenstein
Municipal Clerk

AR 2005-264



ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
EXECUTIVE ORDER
2005-034

AN EXECUTIVE ORDER CHANGING THE NAME of Echo Street to Echo Canyon
Street in Anchorage, municipal grids SW3043 & SW3143

BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR

Echo Street in Anchorage shall be named Echo Canyon Street. This order shall
be effective 30 days after issuance,

Issued by the Mayor of the Municipality of Anchorage this 3 2L day
of_ Cleliba 2005,
APPROVE
OR
DISAPPROVE

/// 1 )

Mark Begich
Mayor

ATTEST:

e - - B L I /,’ .
“~~Tinda Heim
Deputy Municipal Clerk
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The Municipality of Anchorage
is proposing to change the name
of this street to Echo Canyon Street.

¥

STREET NAME CHANGE PROPOSAL

Echo Street in Anchorage is considered a duplicate of both Echo
Street in Eagle River and of Echo Drive in Girdwood, (The
Girdwood Echo Drive is currentiy being renamed Echo Ridge Drive.)

As the Echo Street in Eagle River is older and has 31 active addresses
on it, it was determined to remain named as-is. Therefore, we

sent letters to all property owners along this Echo Street asking

for new street name suggestions. We then asked property

owners to vote, and the name Echo Canyon Street won the vote.

it is recommended that this street name change is approved.

Map made by
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RECENVED

- 14530 Echo Street
RUG g 4 2005 Anchorage, AK 99516
FMAYOR'S OFF 10 August 23, 2005
Mayor Mark Begich
632 West 6™ Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501
Dear Mayor Begich:

By means of this letter I am transmitting the enclosed petition signed by the residents of 100% of
the occupied properties on Echo Street, all of whom are strongly opposed to Municipal Addressing’s
proposal to change the name of our street. We believe the proposed mandatory address change is
unnecessary and will not result in improved “911” response accuracy. We have endeavored to discuss
our concerns with the Municipal employee in charge of this project, but have been unsuccessful in
engaging her in any substantive dialogue on the issues. She asserts that you are the person who made
the specific decisions regarding how this program is to be carried out, so it is to you we must appeal for

relief.

In a nutshell, all of the “duplicate™ streets in question are located in the different communities of
Anchorage, Fagle River or Girdwood and these community names show up on “911” dispatcher screens
when emergency calls are received. Thus there is already ample information enabling dispatchers to
determine the location of the emergency calls received. It’s hard to imagine how a call that is identified
as Girdwood could result in an ambulance being dispatched to Eagle River! This is in contrast to many
other streets with duplicate names located within each particular community, which ironically are not

being asked to change at this time.

Our Anchorage Echo Street has been in existence for 40 years, so it is an unnecessary and unfair
burden {o ask the residents to change their addresses to a less desirable and more cumbersome street
name without a more compelling reason other than a desire for uniqueness as perceived by an unaffected

bureaucrat.

You must be aware that there are approximately 235 “duplicate” streets in the difterent
communities contained in the Municipality, yet the residents of only approximately 25 are being told
they have to change at this time. We feel this is could be an attempt to dilute the widespread opposition
that would surely arise if thousands of affected residents were notified simultaneously.

We urge you to reverse this unnccessarily aggravating policy.
Thank you,

Tal Meren_

Ted Moore



Municipality of Anchorage

PO. Box 196630 « Anchorage, Alaska 90310.6650 « Telephone: (907) 343-2431 « Fax: {007) 343.4360 bt/ A muni.org

Mayor Mark Begich Ofhice of the Mayor

September 16, 2005

Ted Moore
14530 Echo Street
Anchorage, AK 99516

Dear Mr. Moore:

I received your letter of 23 August protesting the name change of your street. As
provided by municipal code, | have delivered your petition to the Assembly Clerk’s
office to trigger the public hearing and appeal process before the Municipal Assembly.

[ appreciate that we are necessarily inconveniencing a number of Anchorage residents by
eliminating duplicate street names within the municipality. Let me assure you that I have
personally been involved in this process and made the decisions that affect you and your
home only after careful deliberation and long consultation with public safety officials.
Our goal throughout this process is to ensure that E911 dispatch operators can accurately
guide emergency responders in a time of dire need. Based on advice from our dispatch
staff, this requires eliminating duplicate street names within the municipality. While
advancing technology has and will likely improve our certainty of the origin of
emergency calls, I bear the responsibility of ensuring that we do all we can, within
reason, to protect the public’s safety and wellbeing.

Our national consultants inform me that we now have one of the best, if not the best,
E911 addressing and dispatch systems in the nation. They report our accuracy at 97%
and call this outstanding. My question then is what do I tell the other 3% of Anchorage
residents? Confusion caused by duplicate street names has unnecessarily delayed
cmergency responders in the recent past. T aim to reduce the possibility for error to as
small a number as we can reasonably expect to achieve.

While T am sympathetic to your concerns, the public safety needs of this city require this
action. ook forward to a cordial resolution of this situation at the Assembly.

Sincerely,

ce: Residents of Echo Street

Community, Security, Prosperity
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